The expert’s view: Jeff Howell, Sunday Telegraph

¥ NOW, eVeryone
invalved in the building
incustry should have
got the ‘green’ message. We
all have to pull together to
improve insulation and
efficiency, and minimise waste.

Unfor tunataly, soma within the
anviranmantal mowsmant nave besn
spreading the [dea that using slecticity for
domastic space Neating 15 wastenl, This 15
DecaUsa only around 26 per cent of the
Tuel fad Into g powar station I:CIZI-‘:". all, gas
O NUCIEar emerges as aactncal snergy.
This gurs can be made to ook bad whan
comparsd with - s3y - the dleged 85 per
cant emclem_-,' of 4 modam domastic

gas boller,

These Tgures are not a3 black-andkwhite
as thay might seem, however, Gas bollers
nensd reguilar malntenance Dy oqualifed
angingars, and spare parts can be
axpanshe, They also have a limited 1ife,
which some experts estimate might ks
as lIttle as five yoars,

Femmaps mors significant IS the Tat hat
modam soedaty needs 4 constant 24-hour
supply of elactrichy, to power our HEghts,
televislons, computars and other
equIpment, In homes, hospitals and
officas, And since malns electricity cannot
reallsticaly be stored, some power stations
hiaves to e kept runnirg at Al timas. Evan
whan thay ara not ganerating electricity, the
bollers are kept Tireckup, and the
altamators ara In 4 stata of ‘spinning
reserve’. Muclaar powsr stations In
particular have 1o be kapt dcking-over at dl
times, as It can take days to start tham up
and shut them cown. This |5 why electricity
oompanies offer chaap oftpaalk tarirts, and
why UsIng alectiolty Tor domestlc space
heating can be emdronmentallyrriandty.

In most areas, the ‘Economy 7' tanft
currantly works out at around 3p per ‘unit’
oF Kllowatt-nour (KWh), which cormparss
Tavourably with natural gas, ofl and LPG,
What makes It mora attractive than thase
other fuels, howsver, IS the low Installatioen
oosts and dAmost Zer malntenance costs
of the equipmsnt. The averags house can
be fitted with Part Leompliant night-storags
hegtars Tor bebwaen ang and two thousand

pounds, With 8 IIfe-axpectancy of 20 yoars
or more, and negligible malntenance and
senicing costs. So It 1S arguable that using
oft-pedl electrofy Tor neating 1S not onty
maklrg benaflclal use of 4 resource that
would otherwise be going to waste, but
als0 has 1ess longtenm envronmental
Impact than other fusls,
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