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Furniture designer Johnny Egg has worked across the world, creating bespoke 
furniture for everyone from private clients to cruise ships. Now working from his 
studio in rural Essex, Johnny has received industry accolades for his creations, 
including a nomination by RIBA. His belief is that furniture should be functional, 
well designed and practical.

When a long-term client built a new home in North London, she tasked Jonny 
with creating a bespoke centrepiece cabinet for the huge six metre squared 
living room. And after seeing Dimplex’s Opti-V flame effect at 100% Design, he 
knew he had found just the solution. 

Dimplex Opti-V uses the latest High Definition TV technology to create flames 
and sparks for a virtual fireplace experience like no other. The unique and pat-
ent protected design combines ultra-realistic flickering flames with three di-
mensional LED logs that ‘spark’ like they are genuinely alight. Together with an 
audio element of crackling logs, it creates the ultimate illusion of a real fire.



“I knew when I first saw the Opti-V unit that it has potential. I showed the client for 
this project and she loved it, especially the realism of the ‘flame’ effect.”

Johnny Egg, designer 

Crucially for furniture design, Opti-V gives off no 
heat. Instead, the warming glow of the ‘flames’ 
and ‘burning embers’ create all the atmosphere 
of a focal point fireplace, without unwelcome 
heat in warmer months and without the instal-
lation challenges that would normally be asso-
ciated with other fuel types.

Johnny said: “I’ve tried a number of fires over 
the years within furniture installations but it 
wasn’t until I saw the Dimplex Opti-V effect that 
I thought ‘this is the one’. 

“It offered the size I needed to create a centre-
piece in an unusually large room, but it also of-
fered the realism that I needed too. It’s the first 
time I’ve found an electric fire that gives me the 
flexibility to build around and over it, without 
sacrificing on the flame effect. Without heat 
there was also no need for venting which can 
reduce the visual appeal of a cabinet, particu-
larly when it forms the centrepiece of a room 
like this.”

Johnny built the Dimplex Opti-V PGF-20 fire, 
measuring 1356mm wide, into a large cabinet 
made from wood with veneer which was im-
ported from Germany. It sits below an audio 
unit and flat screen TV, complementing a series 
of storage and shelving compartments with be-
spoke lighting for maximum effect.

The project took around three months to com-
plete, including design, build and assembly. 
The cabinet was built in Johnny Egg’s workshop 
before it was dismantled, transported to the cli-
ent’s home and reassembled in position. 

He added: “The design was the longest process, 
because it was such a big unit and I had to make 
sure it was symmetrical, with all the correct 
openings and compartments for the TV, the fire 
casing, the shelving and storage. 

“There was obviously a fair amount of technical 
detail with the fire as you would expect, but it 
came with suitable instructions and I knew I had 
the support of the Dimplex team if I needed it.” 
Dimplex’s Opti-V effect is available in a choice of 
models without heat including two landscape 
options (PGF-10 and PGF-20) for wall-mounting 
or for building into bespoke furniture installa-
tions – suitable for domestic or commercial ap-
plications. 

The Dimplex Sunningdale model provides all 
the benefit of electric in a stove design, pro-
viding a premium but portable fire that is suit-
able for interior design projects with even the 
highest specification, while the unique Dimplex 
Cellini and Volterra freestanding models offer a 
striking design with a lattice frame for a dramat-
ic statement.

“Even while I was building it I had people check 
to see whether it was real or not and I’d have no 
hesitation using it again,” said Johnny. 

Opti-V  PGF-20

Specifications 

- 2 x LCD television screen
- High Definition 1920 x 1080 pixels full 
colour 22” display rated at 22W
- Fuel bed and lighting: Extremely low 
energy LEDs with consumption of 18W/hr
- Total electricity consumption – 70W/hr.
- Standby – 1W/hr

Key Features

- Remote control with sound effect volume 
control
- Mains connection: IEC kettle lead
- Video: 4G SD card with 30 minute looped 
video
- All components serviceable through 
viewing aperture.
- The PGF-20 does not contain a heater

Dimplex is the market leader in electric heating appliances and systems.  The extensive Dimplex prod-
uct range spans domestic  and commercial heating products, award-winning electric fires and sur-
rounds and one of the widest ranges of renewables solutions available from a single manufacturer in 
the UK - all supported by unrivalled customer service and aftercare support. 
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