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With a history dating back to 1897, Burseldon Brickworks is the last and 
only Victorian steam-driven brickworks left in the UK.
 
Having survived two World Wars, the factory was producing in excess 
of 20 million bricks per year at its peak, through various manual pro-
cesses including the extraction of clay from the ground. 

Uniquely, the Brickworks were never updated during their working life 
due to the cost implications of meeting safety regulations. Fast forward 
to today, and the site – made up of impressive Victorian machinery and 
boilers, four stationary engines and an on-site railway - stands as a re-
markable example of early industrialisation.

Keen to keep this small part of Britain’s history alive, the Brickworks 
received a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of £666,300 in order to help 
create a fully functioning museum that would be open to the public 
on a regular basis.

Customer Profile:  

The Brickworks Museum
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Products: 
Opti-myst Cassette 400 
CAS400NH

Dimplex helps volunteer-run museum build visitor numbers



 

Specification / Features

Opti-myst cassette 400 CAS400NH

Realistic Opti-myst flame and smoke 
effect

Fully variable flame and smoke effect

LED glowing log bed

Remote control

No heat 

Quick-fit IEC (kettle) connection 

Dimensions
Height - 171 mm
Width - 405 mm
Depth - 216 mm

Dimplex is the market leader in electric heating appliances and systems.  The extensive Dimplex 
product range spans domestic  and commercial heating products, award-winning electric fires and 
surrounds and one of the widest ranges of renewables solutions available from a single manufac-
turer in the UK - all supported by unrivalled customer service and aftercare support. 

 Tel: 0800 028 6122  
      Email: pre-sales@dimplex.co.uk 
           www.dimplex.co.uk

“We’ve been so impressed with the flame realism and smoke – I 
don’t think visitors have noticed the difference!” 

Carolyne Haynes, Burseldon Brickworks

Over the past five years, the Lottery Grant has 
enabled the Brickworks to restore all machinery 
to waterproof and working condition, the crea-
tion of education rooms for school trips, and the 
introduction of a new sub-guided route around 
the museum complete with lifts and staircases – 
making it fully accessible for the first time ever. 

Crucial to the success and popularity of the Brick-
works is how true the site remains to its former 
self, and it was this level of authenticity which 
drew the eye of volunteer Carolyne Haynes to 
Dimplex’s Opti-myst fire. 

The unique state-of-the-art, patented technolo-
gy of the Opti-myst fire, creates the world’s most 
realistic electric flame and smoke effect – without 
the need for a real fire, fuel source, chimney or 
heat.

The revolutionary technology seemed like the 
ideal choice to help bring to life the industrial 
sized boiler house, dating back to 1911. An Op-
ti-myst Cassette 400 now sits in the small open-
ing at the bottom of the boiler where coal would 
have, once upon a team, been shovelled in. 

Carolyne Haynes, from Burseldon Brickworks, 
said: “It wasn’t initially a part of our plan to have 
a fire in the boiler as it never seemed feasible 
but as soon as I saw the Opti-myst I immediately 
thought that it would work well. 

“Our goal with the museum is to really take 
guests back to how things looked, felt and smelt 
in the Victorian era and the added touch of a 
‘working’ boiler really enhances the experience. 
We’ve been so impressed with the flame realism 
and smoke – I don’t think visitors have noticed 
the difference!”

Propped behind logs in the boiler-chamber’s 
opening, the ultra-fine water mist - created using 
ultrasonic technology – uses clever vapor and 
light reflection to create a highly convincing illu-
sion of flames and smoke.

Carolyne adds: “With the boiler in a difficult to 
reach location we needed something that would 
be straightforward to install and would require 
very little maintenance from us. So far we have 
been really impressed with how the technology 
has held up in such a hostile environment against 
the cold and damp.”


